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National Adoption Month Campaign 

www.focusonyouth.com 

 

 

Dear Families,  

Foster parents often become adoptive parents, even when they never intended to adopt.         

November is Adoption month so I thought it might be a good time to share with you some thoughts on adoption. 

I adopted my son, Bobby, when he was 6 years old.., just 2 years after being placed in my home for foster care. 

I will never forget the look on his face when we told him we wanted to adopt him.  His eyes were huge as he 

shouted ―No more mommies and daddies?   Just you???‖  He couldn’t believe it.  I also remember when I was a 

child we wanted to adopt some of my foster siblings.  That was unheard of in the 1960’s.  One of my foster   

siblings was actually moved because we were ―getting too close‖.  Fortunately, my older foster siblings, Dee and 

William, stayed with us until their emancipation.  Even though not adopted, Dee and William, who live in          

Tennessee, remain very much a part of our family.  

If I told you adoption is easy, I would not be telling you the whole truth.  If I said it was challenging and       

rewarding that would be true. If I said adoption is best for every family and child, I would be wrong.  Because I 

was interested in treatment foster care and helping kids reunify, I never intended to be an adoptive parent. I 

think my daughter, Jami, believed in adoption before I did. She could not fathom her big brother Bobby going 

away and frequently fretted about it. I thought I had to love an adopted child exactly the same way I loved 

Jami.  I didn’t realize that parents love each child independently whether adopted or born into the family. 

During November there will be adoption fairs, parties and events all over the state.  If you are interested in 

adoption, ask to see any photo listings we may have available or ask for event information.  If you think about 

adopting your foster child, it may be helpful for you to talk with  some of us at Focus who have adopted our  

foster children.  We promise to be frank and honest and maybe only a little bit partial to foster care adoptions! 

Did you know we have 4 foster/adoptive parents working at Focus?  Patty, Diane, Chrissy and myself.  Did you 

know we have 3 staff whose parents have fostered and adopted?  Ask around and see if you can figure that out! 

Consider adoption. Children need permanency. They need YOU! 

Cindy 



 

 

 

FOSTER PARENT ROLL CALL 

Sylvia Pagliaro      1/95 

Tonda Lyons 3/95 

Rosalind Hedges 4/95 

Spencer & Cynthia Doughman     8/95 

Alta Music 11/95 

Stan & Gerri Benge                            2/96 

Freeman & Patsy Grogg  5/96 

Pat Hawkins-Burley 8/96 

Vernon & Brigitte Montgomery      5/97 

Charles & Linda Carney 6/97 

Kevin & Kimberly Bennett 10/97 

Theresa Spain 2/99 

Rodney & Melissa Began 8/99 

John & Crystal Moore 9/99 

Derek & Susie Wagner  3/00 

Carlos & Sharon Brewster 12/01 

Amy Richburg 8/02 

Rodney & Elaine Berry 9/04 

Billie & Randy Walters 8/05 

Michael & April Muth 9/05 

Steve & Dianne Connell 11/05 

Tim & Karen Lehmkuhl 2/06 

Jim & Diana Matthews 3/06 

Kim & David Feck 11/06 

Doug & Anita Outcelt 11/06 

Cheryl Carney 12/06 

Tanyika Prather 2/07 

Bob Weireter 3/07 

Scott & Jennifer Sharrett   4/07 

Shemeca Spain 5/07 

Brett & Allison Harpel 7/07 

Joe & Heather Osborne 8/07 

Marc & Rebecca Corsmeier 8/07 

Mark & Kathy Warner 8/07 

Gwen Johnson                      12/07 

Stephen & Dawn Jones                     12/07 

Dan & Krystal Marsh 2/08 

Eric & Sheila Kluesener 5/08 

Tom & Cynthia Anglin 7/08 

Tremaine & Tracy Davis 8/08 

Chris & Jennifer Johnsen 9/08 

Vernon & Ann Fleming 10/08 

Families who said good-bye to youth in  

October  

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the 

children placed in your home. 

 

Kevin and Kimberly Bennett 

Tonda Lyons 

Charles & Linda Carney

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

You’re  

always 

in our 

hearts 

Crystal Moore 

Schree C.  

Susie Wagner 

Ciara B. 

Jamelle J. 

Dennis B. Gary C. 

Rodney Began 

Maurion C. 

Tanyika Prather 

Stan Benge 

Brent C. 

Derek Wagner 

November BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

 

 

Vernon & Ann Fleming 

(Read about them in the December newsletter) 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bp0.blogger.com/_F1TsZ6h2y9I/Rx4QxQR_YwI/AAAAAAAAAhs/QYK1XfUUzk0/s320/Meghan%2BGary3.JPG&imgrefurl=http://jillystakesthecake.blogspot.com/2007/10/halloweenfall-birthday-cake.html&h=240&w=320&sz=23&hl=en&start


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all families who have adopted or are in the process 

of adoption, you made so many differences in the lives 

of children by your unwavering commitment, patience, 

and unconditional love.  Happy Adoption Month. ~Kim 

Brown 

Lauren -  Congrats for being nominated to be a part of 

the gifted students at Woodford Paideia School.  

Doing well in school shows great discipline and 

determination. ~Alicia 

Dalton - I’m very impressed with how well you’ve been 

doing with football and keeping your grades up as well!  It 

shows extra effort and your determination.  Keep up the 

great work! ~Casey 

Sheila - You’ve worked hard to reach out to your 

foster child’s birth mother by sending notes of 

progress each week during visitation  That shows 

sensitivity and thoughtfulness for his birthmother. 

~Kristin 

Kim F. - Your willingness to serve and to go the extra 

mile is a big help to those around you.  Thank you for 

helping after the foster parent training with all the 

clean up even though you had your own three little ones 

to watch. ~Jami 

Haley - I understand being in foster care is hard, but 

you’re doing an absolutely amazing job following the house 

rules and keeping your grades up in school.  The picture 

you painted for the office is beautiful and I can’t wait to 

see it hanging up!  ~Casey 

Susie—I am always amazed at the various ways you 

support children but have been particularly impressed 

with how you went out of your way for kids in care to visit 

their mom in prison.  You get it, Susie.  What a 

therapeutic way to help kids build trust and maintain 

family ties.  That’s what fostering is all about. ~Cindy 

Kim & David - Congratulations on your upcoming adoption!  

Your patience, understanding and unconditional love will 

forever provide security and a loving family your two boys 

need and want. ~Kim Brown 

 

   

 

As you read these special 
Heart Moments, take a 
moment to be encouraged 
by this glimpse at the 
difference you are making.  

                Foster Parents   

 - Making a Difference 

Steve and Dianne Connell became    foster parents with 

FOY since November of 2005.  In this time they have 

fostered seven children and have fallen in love with all of 

them.  They continue to remain in contact and 

visit every one of them.  Steve and Dianne did 

not plan on adopting a child when they entered 

the world of foster care; they wanted to open their 

home and hearts to children who needed a temporary 

family.  They have a strong faith in Christ and felt they 

were being called upon to help children in need.   But the 

Connell’s life changed forever on a day close to Christ-

mas in 2006.  A beautiful young girl was placed with 

them and at the time, no one knew how this little girl 

would impact the family. Along with this young girl came 

joy and sorrow, pain and healing, good times and diffi-

cult.  Through it all the Connell’s supported her, bonded 

with her, and loved her.  And she loved them.  It was a 

natural course of events that this girl would become a 

permanent member of their family.  The adoption oc-

curred this past summer and it was a beautiful event.  

Many people, friends, workers, even birth family, were 

present in the courtroom.  The Connell’s adult biological 

children were asked to make a statement; each one pre-

sented their love to her.  One of their sons became so 

moved with emotion that he could not even speak!  Talk 

about the power of love!  At the end of the court hear-

ing, the judge asked this little girl to bang the gavel and 

make her an official member of this family.  With a smile 

on her face, she walked to the front of the courtroom 

and banged that gavel down!  All of our children have 

experienced immense pain in their lives and this girl was 

no exception.   But with this loving family, she is thriving! 

                             - Submitted by  Patty Jatczak  

 

November 2008 is National Adoption Month 

You don’t have to be perfect to be a perfect parent. 

There are thousands of teens who would love to 

put up with you 



 

 

  

Crystal and John Moore have been  foster parents with Focus since 1999.   Recently, 

Crystal told me about a website she uses as a credit system with her children as it 

flows well with the principles and techniques of the Nurtured Heart Approach.  The 

website is * www.handipoints.com   Check it out and consider whether this will be helpful to you and 

your family.  Thanks Crystal for sharing such a fun and helpful parenting tool!   - Bryan 

*NOTE – Handipoints allows the option of taking away credits – which is not a part of NHA.  This option can be 

disabled, which allows this credit system to work well with NHA principles.   

 

Thoughts and Comments From Crystal:   

This site is not just for chores.  It also gives points for behaviors you want to see from the kids.  If 

it’s not on there you can create your own task.  Some examples include:   

  Be respectful to others 

  Did not spend too much time on computer 

  Covered my mouth when I coughed 

 I think it is a great website that can also be used in accordance with Nurtured Heart Approach and 

it’s quick and easy.  It also gives the kids a lot of control over it.  You don’t always have to give them 

money for their points.  This is where you can give TV time, computer time, or the pick of a movie.   

How It Works - From the Handipoints website 

In addition to powerful parenting tools for creating chore charts and allowances, Handipoints features 

HandiLand, a kids safe virtual world where kids adopt their own cartoon cat and use their points to buy 

clothes and gear for their cat. Great for kids from four to thirteen, Handipoints helps teach kids to 

be Happy, Healthy and Smart.  

   1st Step    Parents Create task charts and goals with kids 

2nd Step    Kids Complete tasks and check them off 

3rd Step    Parents Grade tasks and award points 

4th Step    Kids save up points and rewards and cool stuff in Handiland. 

 
During this time of year we often  think of those  
things for which we are thankful; we “count our blessings.”   

  
The staff at Focus on Youth, Inc. would like to let each of  
our foster parents and families know that we count each  
one of our  foster homes as a blessing. Your patience,   
nurturing love, and commitment to make a difference 
show how very much you care. 

    Focus on Youth, Inc Staff 
  

NH Corner 

Save the Date: 

 

Christmas Celebration 

December 13, 2008 

10:00—12:00 

Sheraton North 
 

Look for more information soon.  

http://www.handipoints.com


 

 

Volunteer Program 

The volunteer program is well underway 

and starting to grow.  The  September 

and October Foster   Parent Meetings 

were a success due partly to the child 

care program and Jami Macke’s planning.  

We are    excited to share that we have 

a few volunteers who have committed to 

helping with our child care program dur-

ing  Foster Parent Meetings.    In order 

for us to meet our goal of child care at 

all trainings, we will need many more 

committed volunteers.  If you know of a 

church group, civic group, or  business 

looking to volunteer, please have them 

contact Focus on Youth and ask for Kim 

Beatty or send an email to:                 

volunteer@focusonyouth.com. In     addi-

tion to child care at trainings, volunteers 

provide other services for us including 

helping at          fundraising events and 

annual events. Remember that our volun-

teers must be at least 16 years old. 

 

     

2 Deaths Spur Delta Crib Recall 

Delta Crib Recall Involves Nearly 1.6 

Million Cribs; None Currently in Stores 

By Miranda Hitti 

WebMD Health News 

Reviewed by Louise Chang, MD 

Oct. 21, 2008 -- Delta Enterprise Corp. of 

New York is recalling nearly 1.6 million 

drop side cribs after two babies suffocated 

when the cribs' drop side detached. 

That news comes from the Consumer 

Product Safety Commission. 

The Delta crib recall includes 985,000 cribs 

with Delta's "Crib Trigger Lock with Safety 

Peg" drop side hardware and about 

600,000 cribs with Delta's "Crib Trigger 

Lock with Spring Peg" drop side hardware. 

 If you have a Delta crib, check the model 

number, which is located on top of the mat-

tress support board. There is a very 

lengthy list of model numbers.  You are 

encouraged to   review their website by 

typing the following  address:  

 http://www.deltacribrecall.com  

 

Second Support Group Meeting 

 Birth, Foster and Adopted Youth  

There is a support group meeting  
planned for the November 20th 
during the Foster Parent Meeting. 
The  Support Group Meeting is for 
birth, foster and adopted youth and 

youth in foster care 7+ years old.  

 

 

 

CHILD CARE REMINDER 

Please remember to register for 
child care 1 week in advance of 

the Foster Parent Meeting—

November 20th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, just where did that turkey go? 

 

Focus Staff News 

   We want to wish Andy Dodds a 

speedy and full recovery from his back 

surgery on Thursday, October  23. He 

will be recovering at home for a few 

weeks. We certainly miss his presence 

at the Focus office.   

 

Jami Macke will be leaving Focus on 

Youth as an employee. She has     

accepted a social work position in the 

Cincinnati area. She will still be around 

for special events. We wish her good 

luck and much success.  

Marketing Drugs to Kids: from 

Cheese to Strawberry Quick  

Something called “cheese” is killing 

kids. In August of 2005, no one had 

even heard of it — so much so, that 

when a school district police officer 

first saw a bag of this drug, he 

thought it was fake. Now officials 

realize cheese is all too real; at least 

21 kids have died from overdosing on 

it.  Cheese is a combination of black 

tar heroin and crushed up Tylenol PM 

tablets and hits of it sell for a buck 

or two. Like any type of heroin, 

cheese is highly addictive and 

deadly. If that’s not enough to scare 

you, there’s this: drug pushers 

cooked it up special for kids. 

There is a new drug known as 

'strawberry quick '.There is a very 

scary thing going on in the schools 

right now that we all need to be aware 

of. There is a type of crystal meth 

going around that looks like straw-

berry pop rocks (the candy that siz-

zles and 'pops' in your mouth). It also 

smells like strawberry and it is being 

handed out to kids in school yards. 

They are calling it strawberry meth or 

strawberry quick. Kids are ingesting 

this thinking that it is candy and being 

rushed off to the hospital in dire con-

dition. It also comes in chocolate, pea-

nut butter, cola, cherry, grape and 

orange. Please instruct your children 

not to accept candy from strangers 

and even not to accept candy that 

looks like this from a friend (who may 

have been given it and believed it is 

candy) and to take any that they may 

have to a teacher, principal, etc. imme-

diately. 

Information from:  http://

www.foxnews.com/

story/0,2933,271215,00.html 

mailto:volunteer@focusonyouth.com
http://www.webmd.com/miranda-hitti
http://www.webmd.com/louise-chang
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,271215,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,271215,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,271215,00.html


 

 

 

 



 

 

Keeping you up to date -  Fundraising 

 

November is here, which means the 1st Annual Imagine: A Home for Every Child 

dinner and silent     auction has landed on our front porch.   I am happy to report 

planning for the November 14th Imagine Event is coming  together beautifully.  

We have a wonderful evening full of entertainment and fun planned.  Jessica 

Thompson and Christy Follis will be playing the flute and piano respectively during 

the hor d’oeuvres reception and dinner.  The Princeton High School Dance Band 

will entertain the guests following dinner.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the planning committee for their time, 

commitment, and enthusiasm.  Members of the planning committee include:  Penny Dougan, Bryan For-

ney, Myndee Miller, Rachel (Melampy) Mullins, Casey Patten, Gene Smethers, and Chrissy Staggs.  

Without your ideas and assistance,  the event would not be coming together as  smoothly.   

 

I also want to thank all of the Focus on Youth staff for their many hours of seeking donations, in addi-

tion to their everyday workload.   With your help the silent auction has many wonderful donations to 

showcase.   

Although we feel all of our families are worthy to be recognized for the service they provide, we are 

pleased to announce the five nominees for the 2008 Imagine Family. The family selected to represent 

the philosophy and standards exemplified most at Focus on Youth will be announced the first week of 

November.  If you see one of the following families, please congratulate them:  

   Kevin and Kim Bennett 

   Rodney and Elaine Berry 

   Charles and Linda Carney 

   David and Kim Feck 

   Bob Weireter  

 

October 4, 2008 marked the 1st Annual Focus on Youth Golf Outing at Crooked Tree Golf Course in  

Mason.   The outing was a success!  Focus wants to recognize and thank the Northeast 

Church of Christ Men’s Ministry for sponsoring the outing.  A special thank you to Craig 

Gadow and Tim Tripp for planning the golf outing.  Planning for the 2009 golf outing will begin 

mid-winter.  For all the golfers reading this - keep your eyes and ears open for more information on 

next year’s outing. 

 

Remember to keep on Krogering (using your Focus on Youth Kroger Card) and to keep Good Searching 

and Shopping.   

 

http://www.focusonyouth.com/imagine_event.php


 

 

 

November 2008: 

Topic: The Nurtured Heart Approach Part I 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Saturday, November 1, 2008 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
Topic: FOY FP Policies, ODJFS Rules, & MEPA 

Standards 

Presenter: Diane Brown 

Date: Monday, November 3, 2008 

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 

 

Topic: Attachment, Separation, & Grief Tier I 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Thursday, November 6, 2008 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. OR  

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

Topic: Permanency for Children  

Presenter: Diane Brown 

Date: Saturday, November 8, 2008 

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

**This class meets the pre-service  

requirements for adoptive families** 

 

Topic: Permanency for Families 

Presenter: Diane Brown 

Date: Saturday, November 8, 2008 

Time: 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

**This class meets the pre-service  

requirements for adoptive families** 

Register at least 1 week in  

advance for Child Care 

Remember to call Andy to register at least  

two days in advance of each  

training you plan to attend.  

Focus on Youth, Inc. is a handicapped-accessible facility 

CSWMFT Board of Ohio 

Approved Social Work Provider #RSX049901 

Topic: Attachment, Separation, & Grief, Tier II 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2008 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. OR  

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

**Participants must have completed 
“Attachment, Separation, and Grief, Tier I” 

to attend this course.** 

 
Topic: FP Meeting — Impact of Domestic  

Violence on Children 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. OR  

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

December 2008: 

Topic: FOY FP Policies, ODJFS Rules, & MEPA 

Standards 

Presenter: Diane Brown 

Date: Monday, December 1, 2008 

Time: 5:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m. 

 

Topic: The Nurtured Heart Approach, Part  II 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2008 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m. 

 

Topic: The Nurtured Heart Approach, Part III 

Presenter: Bryan Forney 

Date: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 

Time: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. OR  

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Participants must have completed “The       

Nurtured Heart Approach, Part I & Part II” to 
attend this course.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO     

DECEMBER FOSTER PARENT     
MEETING.   


