Nm Vouthful Times

www. focusonyouth.com July 2008

From the Director's Desk.r.

TABLE OF CONTENTS o

From the DirecthmRagedls |[De SD?(arFamllles,
July is such a fun month with our Co
R FREE 2 on the 4™ and summer in full swing. Many of us vacation in July
Ellilelefs  cmsseascancasoscoacanea: Page 2 which makes it a good time to remind you to be safe! Be safe in
Families Saying Goodbye to the water, with sun exposure, driving, riding bikes with helmets and
all the other summer -fun activities that come with an element of
Youth ..o .Page 2 risk.
Nurtured Heart Moments - Page 3 July also marks the end of our working relationship with Jen
Nurtured Heart Corner ... Page 3 Williams. After earning her masters degree in social work June 13,

Jen has accepted a position in resea
Hospital Medical Center. While we are really proud of Jen and
excited that she has landed her dream job, we will certainly miss
Welcome to Kluseners ... Page 4 her at Focus. Jen has worked with many of our youth and families
and has endeared herself to all. It is hard to lose good employees

Foster Parents Make a

Difference ..., Page 4

Nurtured Heart Poem Page 4

o but we know Jen has been well trained by her skilled foster
Fundraising News ... Page 5 parents and is ready to tackle this new position. We wish Jen all
Independent Living the best!
SUMMIt oo, Page 6 July also marks the beginning of our new fiscal year at Focus and
Sl NEYS Page 6 the middle of the calendar year. Our board is working on budgets

and buildings in July. This is a good time to thank our board of
Death of a Loved One ... Page 7 directors for their gifts of time and energy in overseeing the

Death of a Love One |(c edmiistrptiPeggjicies an@strategic planning for the agency. Gene,
Frank, Joy, Lawanda, and Ken do an excellent job looking out for

Volunteers, Hidden Word ... Page 8 ) )

o the growth and health of Focus. They continue to provide much
Training Calendar ~ ............ Page 9 appreciated advice and guidance for our continued success.
Training Calendar  ............ Page 10 Recently the board approved monetary recognition to our foster

parents who refer and mentor new foster parent recruits.
Information on this new concept will be coming soon.
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FOSTER PARENT ROLL CALL

Sylvia Pagliaro

Tonda Lyons

Rosalind Hedges
Spencer & Cynthia Doughman
Alta Music

Stan & Gerri Benge
Freeman & Patsy Grogg
Pat HawkindBurley
Vernon & Brigitte Montgomery
Charles & Linda Carney
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Theresa Spain

Rodney & Melissa Began
John & Crystal Moore
Derek & Susie Wagner
Sharon Brewster
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Amy Richburg

Rodney & Elaine Berry
Billie & Randy Walters
April Muth

Steve & Dianne Connell
Tim & Karen Lehmkubhl
Jim & Diana Matthews
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Kim & David Feck
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Cheryl Carney

Tanyika Prather

Bob & Linda Weireter
Scott & Jennifer Sharrett
Shemeca Spain

Brett & Allison Harpel
Joe & Heather Osborne
Robert & Michelle Westfall
Marc & Rebecca Corsmeier
Mark & Kathy Warner
Gwen Johnson

Stephen & Dawn Jones
Dan & Krystal Marsh

Eric & Sheila Kluesener

1/95
3/95
4/95
8/95
11/95
2/9¢

5/96
8/96
5/97
6/97
10/97
2/99
8/99
9/99
3/00
11/01
12/01
8/02
9/04
8/05
9/05
11/05
2/06
3/06
7/06
9/06
11/06
11/06
11/06
12/06
2/07
3/07
4/07
5/07
7/07
8/07
8/07
8/07
8/07
12/07
12/07
2/08
5/08

Families who said good -bye to youth in
JUNE

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of
the children placed in your home.

David and Kim Feck

Tanyika Prather @’ W@@

Stephen & Dawn Jones

Youdr e in our

always hearts

congratulationg

Steve, Dianne
& Wynter

On your forever family !

HAPPY

JULY

Scott Sharrett
Gwen Johnson
Aydan Mc.

Lauren S.

Dianne Connell

Ryan B.
John Moore
Heather W.

Spencer Doughman
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As you read these special
Heart Moments, take a
moment to be encouraged
by this glimpse at the
difference you are making.

Stephen & Dawn - You are appreciated for
providing respite care. It helps your fellow

foster parents and you guys are so nurturing to

all the children in your home. Jacob and Cora are
wonderful with the children. ~Patty

Dan & Krystal - You demonstrated
professionalism and focused on the therapeutic
needs of the children with your recent
placement. | admire your compassion. ~Linda

Charlie & Linda - Thank you for your patience
with the new home study. | really appreciate it.
~Casey

Tonda - It has a been a great pleasure to be
your worker for nearly the last four years! |

have seen you impact the lives of so many
children and you have impacted my life as well. |
will truly miss you. ~Jen

Joe & Heather - You have done such an amazing
job with the children in your home. Your
commitment and patience and love have helped
them to feel comfortable and thrive in your

home. ~Jill

Justin - It was great to see you at SOS! You
seemed to have a really great time and make lots
of new friends. | hope you got as much out of
the week as | did. ~Andy

Alta - Your ability to work effectively with birth
parents continues to amaze me. You are truly
able to put the needs of children in your home
above all else. ~Jess

Tonda - You have found so many creative
activities for the children in your home this
summer. Not only are they having fun, they are
learning so much about themselves and building a
closer relationship with you. Thanks for all you
do. ~Tracy

Dan & Ginny - Your patience, perseverance and
willingness to work with children during difficult
transitions have been evident. Great Job!
~Myndee

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Foster Parent Advisory Board Meetings
plan to attend one

July 17 - 12:45 immediately after morning
training or 5:30 before evening training

Nurtured Heart Corner

Submitted by Bryan Forney, MSMFT, MSW, LISW

Summer = Opportunities for Success

At the June foster parent meeting, parents and staff crea-
tively worked on ideas for turning typical summer activities
such as vacations, time at home, and family outings into
opportunities for children to be successful. These moments
can translate into increased self -confidence, higher self -
est eem, and a chil doés desir
osuccessful 6 moment s. Her e
from your ideas:

Plan ahead of time! Planning enables you to create those
opportunities for your child to succeed. For example,
if you know that your children can do well for about
two hours max when out in the community, keep the
activity at an hour and forty -five minutes and then
praise them for all the things they did well (i.e. get-
ting along, staying together, waiting patiently in line,

etc.).

Be fun and creative. Tur n
hunt 6 in which kids have
each stop; or a scavenger hunt while out in the
community.

Include the children on the planning & this helps generate
excitement and enthusiasm on their part which can
translate to success, success, success.

Engage in a lot of activities together & the more things
you do together (pool , b
park) the more opportunities you will have to notice
the things your children are doing right and bring out
more of that aspect in them. Often we let the
children o6do their thingo
oget out of hand. 6 Your
them gives you more opportunity to influence them!

Enjoy the summer!
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Foster Parents
Make

A Differencel!

Meet the Osbornes!

Joe and Heather Osborne h
been foster parents since 2006. H
to joining the Focus on Youth team
2007, the Osborne family foster|
through Lifeway.
experiences at Lifeway helped to b
a foundation on which their work
Focus on Youth could be built up
and grow.

Joe and Heather have t
birth children who help them welcor]
foster children into their home wi
open arms, minds, and hearts.
Osbornes include all children in th
home, birth and foster alike, in fam
activities such as trips to the z(
swimming at the local pool, shoppir]
or eating out at neighborhood rest
rants. Joe and Heather stay very H
keeping everyone in their hon
focused on the things that are imp
tant to them, such as love, affecti
support, and encouragement.
couple is dedicated to making ed
chil doés ti me s p
home a memorable and meaning

experience. This is evident in the fact
that every placement returned aftel

discharge from the home has stop
back to say #Ahi

Our thanks go out to Joe apf@dpoles and butterflies that are on
kway. This is thanks to their daughter,

Heather for all of their hard wor
You are making a difference!

Submitted by: Rachel Dudley

Check out this great website for kids
about G rated movies on Saturdays &
Sundays and more:

http://kidtoonfilms.com/

TB&yline Chili on the west side of Ci

Focus on Youth Welcomes
the
KLUESENER FAMILY

h\éelcome to Eric and Sheila Kluese
iparents in May!

eahxiously awaiting their first plac
ment Jandeare averyd exclteel alou ¢

s
nono became Focus on Youth foster

—t

Eric and Sheila are

a)
-

the 6 s

Doug and Anita
Outcelt have 2 pink
bicycles for young
girls/about 8 or 9
years of age. If you
would like to have one, please call Doug
8rrAnita at 513 -228-2457 for more

}nformation. They would love to give

them away.

iltew opportunities that foster parent
aill offer to them and their family
bhhey look forward to impacting th
life of a child and making a positi
\difference.

nEric and Sheila have been married
hen years. They met while working

bginnati and still love Skyline toda
l¥£ric and Sheila are the proud parg
pof Lindsey, age 7, Anna, age 5, 4
@®en, age 2. Sheila works as a nurg
pG-hi | dr ends Hospi
ugymber for T.J. Dyer. The Klueseng
hare members of the Vineyard Chu
arhere they are actively involved. E
pand Sheila are a part of a small gr
"hethe church and love the support
\they receive from the group.

At KluksBnerst thfe ofS 808,
rkie-Shitzue mix named Coop¢
d a cat named Skipper. Also
p@@tly added to their family are eid
ccaterpillars and a salamander, and

0

Anna, who loves all living things
Lindsey loves gymnastics and is a
ented gymnast an
he can be and as rotten at the s
ti mel! o The KI u¢g
door activity including camping, ridin
bikes, and hanging out at the pool
the summer and are excited to hay
foster child to enjoy those activiti
with!

Submitted by: Jen William
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IS We are on our way, Yee Haw

ric .
)upAnd keep our car from becoming g

Mere is a poem a group composed &
part of an NHA activity at this

hont hés foster
e
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Vacation Fun
We are going on vacation
We are geared for relaxation
All the rules have been reviewed
ESAII the licenses have been renewe

e dtermission has been granted by th
t al aieal PoopBah ¢ |

for
at

ch In order to ensure success

mess
We have prepared travel packs
I d\fd individually portioned snacks

hat

el Our teenbdés bud
'e-not they will have to take somethir
ht back

W@QVe have an agenda we have a pl
th&yve handed out copies to the whol

clan
' We will slip and we will slide
tal'But wedre all a
d Ben is fAas cut
ame
sener s Iovewrgt‘?ﬂby:
9 Jessica Thompsc
in Melissa Bega
e a Linda Patterso
eS Linda Carney
Kathy Warne
s Gwen Johnson
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FUNDRAISING

Thanks to everyone who is using the Kroger Cards! We received our first check, $208.28!

To get your card so you can start raising money for Focus or if you have questions call Kim Beatty.
Remember to ask your family and friends to also use the Focus Kroger cards.

Keep GoodSearching and GoodShopping, as of June 24, 2008, we have raised over $103.

The Family Fun Festival has been canceled and a Pancake Breakfast is scheduled in its place. It will be
held Saturday, August 9, 2008 . Location details are being finalized.

If you want to help out in the planning please call Kim Beatty.
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Focus on Youth
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, August 9, 2008
8am d 12pm

The 1st Annual

GET YOUR DISCOUNTED CINCINNATI ZOO TICKETS FROM
Focus on Youth, Inc.
FOCUS ON YOUTH, INC!

Adult tickets - $10.00 (Regularly $13.00)

Gala and Silent Auction

. . Children under 2 are Free
Detalls coming soon. ) )
Senior Tickets - $9.00 (Regularly $12.00)




