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A Tribute to Linda Weireter

This week a husband lost his wife, a family lost a mother, and
a grandmother, and foster children a foster mother. This
week, Focus on Youth lost a wonderful foster parent who
loved to nurture and care for foster children. Her face would
light up when she talked about the children. Although we
knew her for a brief period
her birth and death, all who knew her came to love her and
appreciate her as a great caregiver to our foster children. We
will miss Linda and our love and prayers are extended to the
family.

The Dash Between The Dates

Grave side services were over now.
Everyone had left and | was alone.
| began to read the names and dates
Chiseled here and there on every stone.

The name showed whether it was Mom or Dad,
Or daughter or baby son.

The dates were different, the amount the same,
There were two dates on every one.

It was then that | noticed something
Just a simple line.

It was the dash between the dates,

And placed there, it stood for time.

All at once it dawned on me,
How important that little line!
The dates placed there belong to God,
But the line in yours and mine.

It's God who gives this precious life,
And it's He who takes away;
But the line between He gives to us
To do with what we may.

We know He's written the first date down
Of each and every one;
And we're sure the hands will write again,
For the last date has to come.

The hands will write the last date down
Quite soon, perhaps, for some;
But upon the line between my dates and yours,
I trust He'd write, "Well done, well done!"  -Anonymous

Staff at Focus are thankful Linda spent part of her
dash() with us and our




FOSTER PARENT ROLL CALL
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Rosalind Hedges
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Families who said good -bye to youth in
JULY

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of
the children placed in your home.
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As you read these special
Heart Moments, take a
moment to be encouraged
by this glimpse at the
difference you are making.

Sharida i | know this is a nervous time for you, but you
are doing so well with working with Linda and Carney
for your emancipation. Just remember your loved ones
will always be there for you. ~ Casey

CorderriusiYoudve wor ked
appreciate all your time and effort in doing what you
need to do! ~Ariel

Meganii You are doing an excellent job of expressing
how you feel. It shows how dedicated you are to
creating change. ~Alicia

Kim & Davidfi have an amazing amount of patience and
understanding in regards
Thank you for all you do. ~Kim Brown

Jamesfi You always do a good job looking after your
siblings when you guys come in for therapy. You do a
great job as a big brother. ~Andy

Steve, Dianne, and Wynter fi Congratulations on your
adoption! | withessed the three of you displaying your
love, trust and commitment to one another during the
adoption ceremony. | wish you the best. - Kim Brown

Austin_- | am so happy to see you listening and
following the rules. That shows you are respectful.
Keep up the good work! ~Jessica

Linda & Carneyii Thank you for everything you did for
Caitlyn and Aliyha this last year. Everything you
showed them and taught them will always be
remembered in their minds and hearts. ~Casey

Tammief You are such an asset to your mother
(Sylvia). But above all, it is amazing and wonderful to
see how you build relationships with each foster child
she receives in her home. Your kindness and devotion
provide the children with such a positive role model.
~Patty

Randy & Billiefi Your patience with your foster
children and through your recertification is truly
amazing. Thank you for all you do for your family.
~Casey

Christina i Thanks so much for going to extra mile &
picking me up off the side of the road. ~Crystal
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Angel - | have noticed that you have been following
Al tads rules and i
that you are kind and respectful and is helping you have
a fun summer. ~Jessica
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FREE BICYCLES

hard with Bougnénnitd Outcelt, foster
parents with our agency, have 2 pink bicycles
for young girls/about 8 or 9 years of age. If
you would like to have one, please call Doug or
Anita at 513 -228-2457. They would love to
give them away so a young child can enjoy rid-

ing it again. -
b their childrend:

Foster Parents Make a Difference!

Alta Music joined the Focus family 13
years ago in 1995! She has worked with
children of all ages from infants to teen-
agers getting ready to emancipate. Since coming to
Focus, Alta has had 42 children placed in her home
and has used her excellent parenting skills to make a
difference in each of their lives. Alta possesses many
traits which make her a professional foster parent; she
is naturally nurturing, patient, and wise. Alta is a kid at
heart and can create fun in any situation, which helps
her connect with the children placed in her home. She
excels at working with birth parents and has had
county workers recognize her for this skill. She goes
above and beyond what is asked of her on a routine
basis and is always timely and organized. Alta is an
amazingly well rounded foster parent and it shows in
how she cares for the children in her home, how well
she works with county agencies, and how well she
works with Focus staff. Thank You Alta, for all of your
hard work and dedication; you truly are a professional
foster parent!

- Submitted by Jessica Thompson




This monthdés Nurtured Hear-partfeaturen | the August,tSapeem-f i
ber, and October issuesof A Xnt s g e toyou vBlirdcalve nurtured heart approach tips for
TIME -OUT. - Article submitted by Kim Brown,

[?ON(”)T add more i 3DE)RI(”)tI'h(Jexplain V
time -out in response to the
been broken.

childds resista or spend
time explaining the infraction
after the time  dout ends. DO trust that the child
knows which rule has been DONGT all ow th
broken. Keep a sharp eye out contribute in any way to

for demonstrations of the whateverds goi
same rule being followed heds i mouta ti me
rather than broken, then
reflect that back to the DO remember that the child
chil d: o0Jenny | |li sSemutthaf the
youdre now c ho dqs|ihavgevetbeflyhd idin
peacefully in your chair and time -out. Keep time -outs

eat your dinner instead of short and demonstrate how

“ teasing your sister. You are energy flows readily and

DO just enforce the original
time -out.

DONOGT remind ch
rul es: 0 Re me mb

I df rfaflowing the ralgs @ow and generously as soon as the
r ]| showind gec focus and time -out ends.

the furniture. 1eyrdeisdpnef)dtlf0r ot Hlelrs. 6

just say no feet on the
furni ture?o

and with no reminders or warn-
ings. If you find yourself re-

peating a rule,|i DONST be roped
start enforcing it. If you fl_nd _ ) battle over whether time -
yourself thinkifpg, out is needed, or react to

have forgotten any displays of bad attitude
enforcement needs to be that arise in response to

stricter i and you need to the time -out.
make a point celebrating when
that rule is  not being broken .
Keep commending your chil- DO drain all the energy,
dren for even the smallest relationship, effort, emo-
degrees of appropriate effort, tion and time from your

attitude and action. responses to vy
negative reaction to a time -

out. Remain unaffected by

pleading, arguing, insults,
Nurtured heart time -out tips are taken from the book:  All Children tantrums and fussing en-

Flourishing: Igniting the Greatness of Our Children by Howard Glasser gaged in by the child to try
and Melissa Lyn Block to get your features pop-
ping.
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Keeping you up to date:
Focus on Youth
1st Annual Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, August 9, 2008

8am d Noon
$5.00/person

Under 2 free

50/50 raffle
Prize raffles

Dinner and Silent Auction
Friday, November 14, 2008
Sheraton North.

If you are interested in inviting someone or
helping in any way please call or e -mail Kim Beatty
(kbeatty@focusonyouth.com).

GET YOURDISCOUNTED CINCINNATI ZOO TICKETS FROM
FOCUS ON YOUTH, INC!
Adult tickets - $10.00 (Regularly $13.00)
Child Tickets - $7.00 (Regularly $10.00)
Children under 2 are Free
Senior Tickets - $9.00 (Regularly $12.00)




