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Dear Families,

A big thank you goes to Linda
Patterson for organizing our very
first Pinwheels of Prevention
event in April. This is a national
campaign that utilizes the
pinwheel garden to increase
awareness of child abuse and ne-
glect in our hometown. Read in-
side for a recap of this exciting
event!

We know that being a foster
parent brings a whole world of
challenges and blessings. Some of
the best foster parents in Ohio
are licensed right here at Focus.
In honor of excellent service
foster caregivers provide, the
President of the United States,
as well as the governor of the

state of Ohio, has again proudly
proclaimed May as National
Foster Care Month. You will
definitely want to celebrate with
us at our foster parent meeting
on May 21.

Probably my biggest inspiration
to be a foster parent and
ultimately open Focus lies with
my Mom and Dad who were foster
parents for many years. | felt
the greatest testimony to their
foster care experience was that
my foster brother and foster
sister and their children were by
Dadds side when
last breath. Nothing could tear
them away. One
granddaughters sent this
noteé o0l am
the love your family gave my dad

me

fore

May 2009

because | know it made him the
man and father

In closing, | want to thank every-
one for your kind words, beauti-
ful cards, and thoughtful gifts in
honor of my dad, John Floyd.
Several contributed to the April
cover article
Ti meso6 that
of service of my Dad. We miss
him dearly and it has been a
tough transition to be without
hi m. Thi s was
i nspirationémy
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her
for all that
of

one child at a time!
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May is National Foster Care Honth!

To our dedicated

foster parents:

Thank you for putting
children first!

Focus on Youth Staff

A major part of
successful living lies in
the ability to put first
Indeed, the

reason most major goals

things first.

are not achieved is that
we spend our time doing

second things first.
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