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Dear Families,  

As we enter the Christmas season, I am praying for peace and safety of all children, but especially the children in our 

care here at Focus on Youth.  We are blessed by many groups and friends and this year is no different.  I was privileged 

to meet with members of the Cincinnati Harley Owners Group (HOGS) who are again providing gifts for our children.  

This is a wonderful group of men and women with hearts of gold.  Their friendship over the last 15 years has helped  

Focus provide gift cards and gifts for many of our foster youth and families.  The Womenõs Idea Network (W.I.N.) has 

also joined our forces this year responding to our wish tree and purchasing gifts or gift cards requested for kids in 

care who may not receive county gifts.  

 

For this Christmas, I urge you to teach children the joy of giving by providing them opportunities to make or purchase 

small gifts for others.  Consider various ways your family can give back to the community by collecting canned goods or 

baking cookies for an elderly neighbor.  These activities can help kids use their energies in constructive ways that build 

and maintain relationships in positive ways.  

 

I am wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years!  

 

For all that you doéfor all that you areéyou are making a differenceé 

one child at a time! 

Cindy 

December is such a busy month.   

In addition to that, Focus on Youth wants 

to ask your continued patience with us as 

we  experience a growth with 4 newly  

licensed foster families this month!  Also, 

with a veteran supervisor moving out of 

the area and a youth specialist on         

maternity leave, staff are covering extra     

duties.  As always we strive to provide    

quality services to all our children and 

families, please let us know if we fail to 

address your needs.  

Focus will be closed Dec. 24, 

25 and January 1.   
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Foster Parent Honor Roll  

10+ Years  
Sylvia Pagliaro 1/95 

Tonda Lyons 3/95 

Alta Music 11/95 

Pat Hawkins-Burley 8/96 

Vernon & Brigitte Montgomery 5/97 

Charles & Linda Carney 6/97 

Kevin & Kimberly Bennett 10/97 

Theresa Spain 2/99 
Rodney & Melissa Began 8/99 

John & Crystal Moore 9/99 

 

5+ Years 
Derek & Susie Wagner 3/00 

Amy Richburg 8/02 

2 years to Less than 5 years 
 

Randy & Billie Walters 8/05 

Steve & Dianne Connell 11/05 

Tim & Karen Lehmkuhl 2/06 

Jim & Diana Matthews 3/06 

David  & Kim Feck 11/06 

Doug & Anita Outcelt 11/06 

Cheryl Carney 12/06 

Tanyika Prather 2/07 

Bob Weireter 3/07 

Scott & Jennifer Sharrett   4/07 

Brett & Allison Harpel 7/07 

Gwen Johnson 12/07 

 

Up to 2 years 
 

Eric & Sheila Kluesener 5/08 

Tom & Cynthia Anglin 7/08 

Tremaine & Tracy Davis 8/08 

Vernon & Ann Fleming 10/08 

Rhonda Terry 2/09 

Tim & Mary Miller 8/09 

Randy & Sarah Miller 9/09 

Brad and Katrina Baker 9/09 

Melingqua Terry 11/09 

John & Cheryl Meredith 11/09 

Diane Walls 11/09 

Jeff & Rebecca Oldenberg 11/09 
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Birthday Corner  

 Focus on Youth December birthdays:   

 

Katie  R.                      

Tracy Davis                       

Alyssa H.         

Pat Burley                               Kim Feck 

Nicole H.                                 Kara S. 

Kiara C.                                  Vernon Montgomery      

                                               Tonda Lyons            

                                                David Feck             

    Vernon Fleming         

 

Goodbyes 
Thank you to the following  

families who said goodbye to  

youth who left their home this 

month 

Tremaine & Tracy Davis  

Doug & Anita Outcelt  

Gwen Johnson 

Theresa Spain  

Congratulations to our newest 
forever family, the Sharretts 

Scott, Jennifer 

Andrew, Isaac, Anna, and Shelbee 

May your life together be filled with many 
happy memories 

Adoption  
 

TRAINING RECOGNITIONS  

Nurtured Heart Tier III  

Jennifer Sharrett  

Steve Connell 

 

Attachment, Separation, & Grief III  

Cheryl Carney 

Tanyika Prather  

Scott Sharrett  

Jennifer Sharrett  

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NOVEMBER  

Mike Smith ñ16 hours  

Child Care Volunteers for November  

Cora Chenowethñ6 hours  

Erin Huggard ñ3 hours  

Sara Helton ñ3 hours  

Mike Smith ñ3 hours  
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  Nurtured Heart Moments    
As you read these special Heart Moments, 

take a moment to be encouraged by this 

glimpse at the difference you are making.  

Kim & David -Your patience, nurturing, commitment, and 

consistency are evident in Graceõs progress and stability.  

Thank you for all you do. ~Kim  

Grace & Hannah - Thank you for your patience and under-

standing during the unexpected delays during the adoption 

process. ~Christina  

Gwen - I really appreciate your dedication to the girls in 

your home. You truly put their needs before your own and 

it shows in many ways. ~Jess  

Brittany  - You have been doing an excellent job of showing 

how responsible you are by completing your work and mak-

ing the ôA & Bõ honor roll this quarter. ~Alicia 

Leah - I know you get frustrated with homework but youõre 

willing to accept help and you have perseverance to get it 

done. ~Patty  

Kevin & Kim - I love the way you and your children are so 

welcoming to people who come into your home. ~Teresa  

Heather  - I am enjoying getting to know you and have no-

ticed that you are working hard on your academics.  This 

will help you be successful in school. ~Jess  

Ashley  - You have so many exciting and challenging oppor-

tunities in your life right now.  I see you handling the chal-

lenges and growing in your maturity. ~Kim  

Randy & Billie - Thank you for your patience during diffi-

cult situations.  It demonstrates your commitment to the 

children in your home. ~Christina  

Rodney & Melissa - It is wonderful how you two work to-

gether and give each other breaks. ~Patty  

Elijah  - I am so proud of the way you listened and followed 

instructions in the car. ~Teresa  

 

  

 

Meet the Terry Family!  
Melingqua Terry is one of the newest members of our Focus on Youth Family!  Melingqua worked      

diligently and quickly to get all of her paperwork, interviewing, and classes completed in order to      

become a foster parent.   Melingqua became a licensed foster -to -adopt parent on 11/5/09.  She has 

currently started a new profession as a bus driver and is adjusting to her new line of work.   Melingqua 

enjoys spending time with her nephew and spending time with her family members.   She is fun and    

energetic; both characteristics that children love.    She is excited to become a foster parent and is   

eagerly awaiting her first placement.   Melingqua is an excellent addition to Focus. She is loving,        

compassionate, up-beat, and a pleasure to be around.   Please welcome Melingqua to our Focus family!  
   

          Jess Thompson, MSW, LSW  

Kids Helping Kids  

On November 19, 2009, Focus on Youth hosted our training and support group for biological and adopted children 

of foster families.  This month, the group focused on sharing their own holiday memories and traditions. The 

group also talked about how they include their foster siblings in their family traditions as well as learn new ideas 

from their foster brothers and sisters.  The group enjoyed making gingerbread houses together and playing holi-

day bingo.  This is a group that is welcome to all biological and adopted children of Focus on 

Youth over the age of six. The groupõs goal is to provide support, relationships, and positive ac-

tivities to children who have foster siblings. Pay attention to future newsletters to find out when 

the next group will be scheduled.  Wishing you many happy holiday memories with your family. 

       Tracy Faber, MSW, LISW -S 
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FREE Evening of Fun & Games at 

ARCADE LEGENDS located at 5951-3 Boymel Dr., Fairfield, OH 

We are in the process of ordering black 

shirts with Focus on Youth  logo on the 

front.   On the back  the printing will state:  

ASK ME ABOUT  

FOSTER CARE 

 

513-644 -1030 

www.focusonyouth.com   

The price for the black t -shirt will be $7.00 

to $8.50, depending on the size.  Sizes are 

available up to 6XL.  We need to order a 

minimum of 37 shirts in order to get the price 

quoted. We hope to have enough shirts ordered  

by December 15.  If you want to order a 

shirt or have any questions, please call 

Diane at the office.  

You are invited to a great evening of FREE fun and games at Arcade Legends, a vintage     

arcade  business in Fairfield.  They will open their doors on December 28, 2009 from 6:00 PM 

till 10:00 PM  for Focus on Youth foster families, foster youth, staff, and their families.  Also, 

Brad & Katrina Baker, one of our new foster families,  have offered to cater a pulled pork bar-

beque meal for all who attend.  For those attending pre -placement training with the Bakers, you 

will remember the delicious barbequed pulled pork home recipe Brad made for our graduation 

day luncheon.   It was delicious!   This free evening of fun and games is offered through the 

generosity of Brad and his brother who owns the Arcade Legends.  In order to plan food for 

this event, you need to call Diane at Focus on Youth with the number of people in your family 

who plan to attend by December 21. Check them out on MySpace at 

www.myspace.com/arcade_legends.  


