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We have many wonderful opportunities to support foster care in

October, November and December. Be sure to attend the agency

picnic on October 11 at Winton Woods. This will be a fun day filled
REMINDER with games and good food for all. November 14 is our dinner and
silent auction. Kim Beatty and all staff are putting loads of energy
into making this first annual event a success. The Christmas Walk
on November 15 will include a bake sale with homemade cinnamon

Annual Focus on Youth Picnic

Orchard Area Shelter - rolls and hot cocoa. We invite everyone to stop by and join the fun
. . .. . as West Chester lights Cincinnati -Dayton Road in anticipation of
Winton Woods Park in Cincinnati i 'ghis Up &Incl ! y ! cipat
Christmas.
October 11, 2008 For all that you do éé for all at

11:00f 3:00 the children.
Please call Andy to RSVP.
Meat and buns provided CI n dy

Bring a covered dish and
dessert.




FOSTER PARENT ROLL CALL

Sylvia Pagliaro 1/95
Tonda Lyons 3/95
Rosalind Hedges 4/95
Spencer & Cynthia Doughman  8/95
Alta Music 11/95
Stan & Gerri Benge 2/96
Freeman & Patsy Grogg 5/96
Pat Hawkin®Burley 8/96
Vernon & Brigitte Montgomery  5/97
Charles & Linda Carney 6/97
Kevin & Kimberly Bennett 10/97
Theresa Spain 2/99
Rodney & Melissa Began 8/99
John & Crystal Moore 9/99
Derek & Susie Wagner 3/00
Carlos & Sharon Brewster 12/01
Amy Richburg 8/02
Rodney & Elaine Berry 9/04
Billie & Randy Walters 8/05
Michael & April Muth 9/05
Steve & Dianne Connell 11/05
Tim & Karen Lehmkuhl 2/06
Jim & Diana Matthews 3/06
Kim & David Feck 11/06
Doug & Anita Outcelt 11/06
Cheryl Carney 12/06
Tanyika Prather 2/07
Bob Weireter 3/07
Scott & Jennifer Sharrett 4/07
Shemeca Spain 5/07
Brett & Allison Harpel 7/07
Joe & Heather Osborne 8/07
Marc & Rebecca Corsmeier 8/07
Mark & Kathy Warner 8/07
Gwen Johnson 12/07
Stephen & Dawn Jones 12/07
Dan & Krystal Marsh 2/08
Eric & Sheila Kluesener 5/08
Tom & Cynthia Anglin 7/08
Tremaine & Tracy Davis 8/08

Chris & Jennifer Johnsen 9/08

Families who said good -bye to youth in
September

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the
children placed in your home.

Rosalind Hedges
Tom & Cindy Anglin

Scott & Jennifer Sharrett Cg)a@d@@

Derek & Susie Wagner Yous in our

always hearts

wew Foster Family

AT Goams wel e

Chris & Jennifer Johnsen

Read about the Johnsen family on page

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
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Sharon Brewster
Alta Music
Brittany C.
Michael P.

Dan Marsh

Dylan B.
Karen Lehmkuhl
Sabrina W.

Rebecca Corsmeier
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As you read these special
Heart Moments, take a
moment to be encouraged
by this glimpse at the
difference you are making.

David and Kim- Your diligence and commitment to
practicing treatment minded techniques is so

evident. Every time | see the kids in the office, | see a
sparkle in their eyes that tells me you are providing a

safe, secure, and loving environment. | also know you are
practicing Nurtured Heart because Heather was using
Nurtured Heart on me when we were cleaning up the
kitchen. ~Chrissy

Dan & Crystal 8 | have watched you put your needs aside
for the sake of two strangers. | am honored to welcome
such caring and committed people to our Focus family.
~Linda

Haleyd Your ability to include everyone in your original
painting showcases your creativity as an artist. ~Jami

Tre and Tracy ,-You are doing a great job! Your dedication,
patience and teamwork are evident with your first placement
of 3 kids. Jill

Tom & Cindy- | am impressed with your ability to respond
calmly to stressful situations. ~Linda

Heather and Leah - Thank you for helping clean up the
kitchen during the conference.  Your willingness to help
without being asked demonstrates good teamwork and
much maturity. Heather - | loved how you were practicing
Nurtured Heart. | can tell you are really trying to
recognize the good in others. Leah - | appreciate that you
were so careful to put things away where they

belonged. It showed me that you had pride in and respect
for your church.  ~Chrissy

Doug & Anita d You showed great strength during a tough
time recently. You are honest, caring people with a degree
of integrity that is admirable. ~Linda

Stacy P.- Your display of thoughtfulness is such a
wonderful quality. It shows you are able to look beyond
yourself and care for others. ~Patty

Vernon & Brigette d Way to go finding new ways to build
stronger relationships with your family while the power
was out! ~Kim Brown

Logand You are doing a great job in school and at home.
Showing positive behavior really shows how hard you are
working and how determined you are to succeed. ~Alicia

Dan and Krystal - You are doing an excellent job as new fos-
ter parents. You have shown enthusiasm, patience, and un-
derstanding as the boys adjust and become comfortable in
your home. Jill

Leahd It was so wonderful to see you using appropriate cop-
ing skills in a difficult time. You are definitely becoming a
mature young lady. ~Patty

Sylviad | admire your perseverance and willingness to work
through the tough times. The end result is awesome. ~Linda

Heather W., Leah P., & Austin J. & Your eagerness to lend a
hand & help wherever possible demonstrates your desire
and willingness to serve & support your peers, children, &
even adults.

Kim and Davidd Your ability to understand the emotions and
reasons underlying your <chil
needs allow you to build stronger relationships and build

trust with each other. ~Kim Brow

Theresad | have great respect for your commitment and
loyalty to the youth in your home. You value the unique
abilities of each individual child and they flourish because
of it. ~Linda

Tracy 0 Your desire to learn all you can about parenting chal-
lenging behaviors show your love & commitment to make a
difference. | appreciate your dedication! ~Diane
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A team i
] people who may not be
equal in experience, talent, or
education but in c
- Patricia Fripp

Focus on Youth Inc.

Staff + Foster Parents = Commitment
to make a positive difference in the lives of
children

D mMmi
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A Warm Focus Welcome
to the

Johnsen Family!

Focus on Youth, Inc has five new
members to add to our family: Chris,
Jennifer, Mason, Aubrey, and Anna-
belle Johnsen are now a licensed
foster to adopt family for our agency.
Congratulations!

Chris, Jennifer, and their three
children (ages 6, 4, and 2) are
extremely anxious to begin fostering
and hope to adopt in the near future.
They are currently licensed for two
children of young ages. As a child,
Jenni ferds parent
parents for Butler County Children
Services and also adopted a son.

The Johnsens are a close -knit family
and love to participate in family
oriented activities together.  Chris
works out of the home as an Account
Executive for Equifirst and Jennifer
is a homemaker. During their free

Here are a few favorite websites that
Billie Walters, foster parent for Focus
on Youth, likes to surf:

www.familyfun.com i Stuff for
ents, kids and more

par-

www.familyeducation.comf
Information for ages 0 618

www.chartjungle.com fi Free printable
charts and calendars

www.mainstreetmom.comf Online
magazine for mothers with traditional
values

www.tripadvisor.com/tankofgas fi Best
trips guide for day or weekend trips

www.kidprintables.com fi Hundreds of
kids crafts, printables, song{s, etc.
re fos

s w e er
www.fosterclub.com i National net-
work for kids in foster care

www.fosterclub.com/grownups/ - To
open this site, cl

the fosterclub website.

Thanks Billie for sharing these fantas-
tic educational, fun websites.

time the family often goes to the
Cincinnat.i Chil dr g
Cincinnati Zoo, or Kings Island. The
Johnsens are also actively involved in
church related activities and the kids
sporting events.

The Johnsens will be a great asset to
FOY. They are motivated and excited
to help children and families in need.
Please introduce yourself to them and
welcome them to our Focus family!

-Submitted by Shana Kidd

Please consider getting
active with the Foster
Parent Advisory Board .

Your input is considered
very valuable.

Next meetings: October
16, at 12:30 and 5:30.

u sFOFRI Pargnfse

Making a Difference

Ol di e but
The Berry Family!

The Berrys have been alicensed fos-
ter to adopt family with FOY since
2004. However, some of you may have
never had to the opportunity to meet
this fabulous family! Well, allow me to
introduce them to

An

Y
Rodney and Elaine Berry live in New
Vienna, Ohio. They have four biologi-
cal children: Carli (age 16), Cheyenne
and Emily (7 year old twins), and
Autumn (age 6); and four dogs. Rodney
currently works third shift as a Trans-
portation Lead at Airborne Express in
Wilmington. Elaine is a full -time home-
maker. In addition to working, Rodney
can fix just about anything! He enjoys

is always willing to share her treats!

She enjoys reading and is actively in-
volved in her chil
ties.

Family is extremely important to the
Berrys. They are extremely close to
one another and enjoy spending time
together. In the evenings or on the
weekends the Berry family can be
found cooking together, playing games
outside, watching movies together, or
singing and dancing around a campfire
or a karaoke machine. Each year, the
Berrys make their annual trip to Gat-
linburg where they enjoy shopping,
hiking, and seeing the shows with one
another. Additionally, the Berrys are
actively involved in their church and
are well -known in their community.

During their time with FOY, the Ber-
rys have fostered 24 children of vary-
ing feed® HgbsCald' HcBsS Rs phrtof
the treatment team, Rodney and Elaine
are easy-going and enjoyable to work
with. Rodney and Elaine each have an
excellent sense of humor and love to
laugh and joke with others. On more
than one occasion, county agencies
have requested to use their home for
the placement of a child. Additionally,
m%y ha Qorrgnéi:téd a%o& their pro-
fessionalism, their exceptional ability
to work with children, and their will-
ingness to accommodate others. The
Berrys have maintained positive rela-
tionships with foster children and
birth families long after the children

%a\deéeft their home.

Thank you, Rodney and Elaine, for all
your hard work and your commitment
to bettering the lives of families in
need. We are grateful that you have
been with us for the past four years,
see at least

and hopeful we will

another four years together!

-Submitted by Shana Kidd

repairing cars, making improvements to
his home, and working in the yard/
garden. Elaine is an excellent cook and

o,

dr en



Thi s mduwtureddHeart Corner  is the lastof a 3 -part feature. In the August and

Septemberissues of of i X nt s g e joyou r&hived Rart | and Part Il of Nurtured Heart
~ Approach tips for TIME -OUT. This is Part Il and the last of this series. If you need any

reprints of this article, call the office.

- Article submitted by Kim Brown

DONOGT forget tq close the
time-out; dondt gJ ve the child

control over ending the time - DONG T take rullle breaking as

out. a personal offédns o Frow
could she keep DOING this DONGT try to
DO always notify the child to me? Is she TRYING to chil ddés probl g

when a time -out has been make me mad?0) .

successfully completed

DO see the time -out as an DO watch for broken rules

a diversion not a punitive rules and reflect suc-

consequence. Optimally it cesses; the rest will take
serves as a perfect lead -into care of itself
the next, greater level of

new success and a deepening

of inner wealth.

DONGOT gi veutim t i
anticipation of a rule about

to be broken. If a rule has-
ndét been br oken
tually still applaud the suc-
cess of the choice not to
break a rule.

DONST turn aw
nore a broken rule. A foot
on the line is a foot on the
line. Even a tiny bit of a
threat or aggression or
arguing is still a broken

rule.
DO remember that either a
rule has been broken or it

hasnot . Expect

expect success, your child will DO maintain a high stan-
succeed. dard for desired behavior.

Never waver w
enforcement time.

Nurtured heart time -out tips are taken from the book:  All Children
Flourishing: Igniting the Greatness of Our Children by Howard Glasser
and Melissa Lyn Block

a
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OLDE WEST CHESTER CHRISTMAS WALK RETURNS NOVEMBER 15

Following a two-year absence, the traditional Olde West Chester Christmas Walk is returning in grand fashion. This
always-popular event will take place on Saturday, November 15 beginning at 1PM and will culminate with a 7PM parade
and Christmas Tree lighting.

The o60Christmas Wal ké route, which will be mar kebaytdnyRoad fromi
the Union Elementary School on the North to the West Chester Township Hall on the South (corner of Cincinnati -

Dayton and West Chester Roads).

Each of the Merchants of Olde West Chester will have an 6open housed featuring a spedi
of fering. I n addition, the o6Wal kd wil/l provide something
6make and take®6 crafts and Bounce Around Inflatables for
the opportunity to ride above it all in a tethered hot air balloon! Of course no Christmas Walk would be complete with-

out a visit from Santa!  You will not get hungry, as there will be plenty of food offerings along the way.

The parade will begin at 7PM at the Union Elementary School and will end at the West Chester Township Offices with
the lighting of the Community Christmas Tree. The parade will feature the nationally recognized Lakota East and La-
kota West High School Marching Bands.

New this year, the Olde West Chester Christmas Walk will provide local non - profits an opportunity to participate in
order to raise money for their organizations. A number of non - profits will be offering fun and food. Focus will be
hostinga 6 mimail 1 6 of c¢r af t Ehisshauttl beparsmectacidat family event and a wonderful way to kick off
the start of the holiday season!

For more information, contact Linda Patterson or Rachel Dudley at the Focus office.
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LUMINARIES NEEDED

On November 15 , Focus on Youth
will be participating in the West
Chester Christmas walk. One way
you can help with this event is to
bring your empty gallon milk/water
containers to our office . Thereis
a need for 500 containers that will
be used as Iluminaries for this
Christmas walk.




