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A Tribute to Mr. John Floyd

On March 29, 2009, Focus on
Youth said good-bye to a long
time friend and family mem-
ber . Cindyods
Floyd, succumbed to his long
battle with cancer early Sun-
day morning.

For many years John was our fleet manager here

at Focus. He would come up from his home in Ken-
tucky, then Tennessee when he moved south, to
check all of our company cars and help us out with
routine maintenance. His expertise and wisdom
with shopping for cars and finding mechanics were
invaluable to Focus on Youth. When he retired
from that position several years ago we learned to
do these things without him, which made us appre-
ciate him even more.
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Cindy and her daughter, Jami, are in the thoughts
and prayers of the entire staff and we urge you to
remember them as well throughout this time of
griefraedrioss. Byalhagcounts John Floyd was a
faithful Christian, a wonderful husband, father,
foster father, grandfather, and great -
grandfather. He is survived by a large family that
will miss him greatly.
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In Loving Memory

Not how did he die, but how did he live?
Not what did he gain, but what did he give?
These are the units to measure the worth
Of a man as a man, regardless of birth.

Not, what was his church, nor what was his creed?

But had he befriended those really in need?
Was he ever ready, with word of good cheer,
To bring back a smile, to banish a tear?

Not what did the sketch in the newspaper say,

But how many were sorry when he passed away.
Author Unknown
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Foster Parent Honor
Roll

10+ Years

2 years to.ess than 5 years

Up to 2 years

er

Sylvia Pagliaro 1/95 | | Rodney & Elaine Berry 9/04 Scott & Jennifer Sharrett 4/07
Tonda Lyons 3/95 Billie & Randy Walters 8/05 Shemeca Spain 5/07
Rosalind Hedges 4/95 | | Michael & April Muth 9/05 Brett & Allison Harpel 7/07
Spencer & Cynthia Doughman 8/95 Steve & Dianne Connell 11/05 Joe & Heather Osborne 8/07
Alta Music 11/95 | | Tim & Karen Lehmkuhl 2/06 Marc & Rebecca Corsmeier 8/07
Stan & Gerri Benge 2/96 | | Jim & Diana Matthews 3/06 Mark & Kathy Warner 8/07
Freeman & Patsy Grogg 5/96 Kim & David Feck 11/06 Gwen Johnson 12/07
Pat HawkinBurley 8/96 | | Doug & Anita Outcelt 11/06 Stephen & Dawn Jones 12/q
Vernon & Brigitte Montgomery 5/97 | [ Cheryl Carney 12/06 Dan & Krystal Marsh 2/08
Charles & Linda Carney 6/97 | | Tanyika Prather 2/07 Eric & Sheila Kluesener 5/08
Kevin & Kimberly Bennett 10/97 | | Bob Weireter 3/07 Tom & Cynthia Anglin 7/08
Theresa Spain 2/99 Tremaine & Tracy Davis 8/08
5+ Years Chris & Jennifer Johnsen 9/08
Rodney & Melissa Began 8/99 Vernon & Ann Fleming 10/08
John & Crystal Moore 9/99 Craig & Christina Gadow 2/09
Derek & Susie Wagner 3/00 Rhonda Terry 2/09
Amy Richburg 8/02
Birthday Corner Goodbyes Adoption
April Muth - BmhdaYs Families who Congratula_tions to our newest fore\
. h ) family, the Osbornes!
Shemeca Spain - this said goodbye C@OQ}M%@
Dylan B ﬁTOI‘ll'h to .a youth ﬁ Joe, Heather, Hannah, Alex, and do®ay
Devon B. Rodney Berry this month your life together be filled with many happy
Corderrius F.  Dawn Jones Tom & Cynthia Anglin memories
Daprece S. Jewel S. Rosalind Hedges
Jody P. Skylen M. Alta Music
f {”T"f g{,@' Justin B. Charles & Linda Carney

Birthday

Krystal Marsh
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We want to recognize and thank
our reliable childcare workers who
provide childcare during our
monthly foster parent meetings.
Without their commitment and
tireless energy, we would not be

able to provide this service

Cora Chenoweth

Jami Macke

Rachel White
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Moments

A& ? Nurtured Heart Moments

As you read these special Heart
Moments, take a moment to be
encouraged by this glimpse at the
difference you are making.

Jennifer_: You show great responsi-
bility in always turning in your pa-
perwork. This is so important be-
cause it keeps us informed of the
children in your home. ~Patty

Clayton & Maurion: | know it was
really hard to listen to your foster
parent when he was here helping in
the office. | was impressed with
how often you were able to do as
you were asked. Great job! ~Andy

Doug: | really appreciate how you
approach classes. Your questions,
interaction with others, and openness
to learning new skills and ideas dem-
onstrate your commitment to learn-
ing and ultimately your commitment
to providing the best care to your
children. ~ Bryan

Tom and Cindy: You have both shown
commitment and dedication in the
care for the child in your home. It
has been difficult at times, but you

are giving him a solid foundation to
build on and positive role models to
emulate. ~Patty

Toni: You are showing maturity and
responsibility in the actions and de-
cisions you are choosing to

make. Great job!! ~Patty

Crystal: Thank you for so selflessly
lending your mentoring skills and ex-
pertise to other foster parents like

you did in my class. What a huge value
it was to others! ~ Bryan

Theresa: Your thoughtfulness for
others is admired and helps others
feel recognized. ~Kim

Gwen Your patience and dedication
to the teen girls in your home is evi-
dent. Keep up the great work!
~Myndee

Eric & Sheila:  You have really
stretched your comfort zone in or-
der to provide the best care for
Skylen. Thank you for your continu-
ous hard work! ~Jess
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Pinwheel Planting Ceremony
Monday - April 20, 2009

Please Join Our

12 noon

Pinwheels ”
)¢ PREVENTION'

Provest Child Abwee
hi

In the yard adjacent to the gazebo

We will create an amazing garden of 179 shimmering pinwheels.

One pinwheel for each child Focus on Youth served in 2008.

We invite you for grilled hot dogs and chips, Monday

fi Friday from 11am & 2pm

Focus on Youth, Inc. is proud to highlight Child Abuse Prevention Month with the Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign.
Pinwheels for Prevention is a nationwide public awareness campaign designed to bring attention to child abuse and ne-
glect in our own hometown. The pinwheel represents efforts to change the way we think about child abuse and neglect,
focusing on community activities and public policies that prioritize prevention. It represents our efforts to ensure the
healthy development of children, while recognizing that child development is a building block for community and eco-
nomic development. Shining in the sun, the pinwheel is reflective of the bright future all children deserve and our be-
lief that getting it right early is less costly than trying to fix it later.

Focus on Youth, Inc.
8604 Brookside Avenue
West Chester, Ohio 45069
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Foster Parents

- Making a Difference

Having great foster parents is essential to the work that is done at Focus on Youth, Inc. Thus, Jim

and Diana Matthews are two of the many foster parents who help make Focus on Youth, Inc. a great

foster care and adoption agency. They have been foster parents since March 2006. When they de-

cided to become foster parents, both of them were very well informed about what was expected of

them as foster parents. Mor eover, Mrs. Matthewsd mo
already been a foster and adoptive parent for years
parents. The Matthews have provided care for and eagerly met the needs of several foster children,
three who have been with the Matthews for the past three years. The Matthews are greatly appreci-
ated for being strong advocates and ensuring that the educational, emotional, and physical needs of the
foster children are being met. They have shown their dedication to the children placed in their home
by their willingness to learn new skills when faced with new challenging behaviors. They have been very
compassionate and helpful to birth parents, often willing to go that extra mile to keep bonds and rela-
tionships as they know how important it is for the children. They continue to make great strides to
make sure their foster children know that they are loved, cared for, and are always welcome in their
home. ~Alicia Ajiboye
Rule Review: Required Notification Rule 5101:2 -7-14
The required natification rule provides the timeframes twenty -four hours of the conviction. Failure to notify
that a foster caregiver must notify the licensing agency the agency in either of these circumstances shall re-
when specific changes occur in the home. This article sult in ODJFS seeking an order to revoke the care-
includes a few of the changes that must be reported to giverds certification to ofpera
the recommending or licensing agency. Failure to comply |A Notifying the recommending agency in writing within
with some of the notifications, can result in ODJFS twenty -four hours if a resident of the foster care-
revoking your license. Some of these notifications in- giverds home is at | east wel
clude: than eighteen years , and has been convicted of or
A Notifying the recommending agency in writing prior to pleaded 9“'“3’ to any offense listed in appendix A
. . included in your Foster Parent Manual, or has been

allowing any person to reside for more than two weeks e - ) o

. adjudicated to be a delinquent child for committing an

in the foster home. ) )
B o _ act that if committed by an adult would have been
A Notifying the recommending agency and any agency constituted such a violation. If the recommending

which has placed a foster child in the foster home agency learns that a foster caregiver has failed to

within twenty -fgur hours when the foster home comply with this paragraph, it shall notify ODJFS and

becomes uninhabitable for any reason. ODJFEFS shall revoke the fosdter
A Notifying the recommending agency at least four tion to operate a foster home.

weeks prior to a planned move of the foster caregiver. There isndt enough space in|thi
A Notifying the recommending agency within twenty - [to include the entire rule but this highlights portions for

four hours of any charge of any criminal offense your review. You are encouraged to read this entire rule in

brought against the caregiver or any resident of his your Foster Parent Manual in the Ohio Administrative Code

home. If the charges result in a conviction, the foster 2 07 Rules for Foster Care Agencies. This specific rule

caregiver shall notify the recommending agency within was updated and became effective 8/14/2008.
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Welcome to our Newest Foster Parents!

Welcome to the Gadow Family!

Focus on Youth would like to introduce and welcome four
new members to our growing family!

Craig and Christina Gadow and their two children:

Cara, age 14 and Caleb, age 9, have recently completed
their license transfer to our agency. They live in
Clermont County in the Goshen area. They also have one
small dog, OMaggie. o As a
in church with various projects and social activities,
sporting events, and spending quality time together.

The Gadows are a deeply religious family who consider
foster care their ministry. As previous foster parents,
they have experience working with teenage girls; how-
ever, they are open to fostering children of any age or
sex. Additionally, they have extensive experience work-
ing with behaviorally challenged children and children
with ADHD. The Gadows have already provided respite
and alternative care to many of our children and have
done an excellent job.

The Gadows are a great asset to Focus. They are moti-
vated and passionate about making a positive differ-
ence. Please introduce yourself to them and welcome

them to their new family! ~Shana Kidd

elcome-’

Angel Food Ministry

Have you noticed the rising cost of groceries? Does the
thought of paying $3 a gallon for milk make your wallet tighten
up and hide? If this describes you, then the following service
may be for you. Angel Food Ministries is a non -profit, non -
denominational organization dedicated to providing grocery
relief and financial support to communities throughout the
United States. The program began in 1994 with 34 families in
Monroe, Georgia (between Atlanta and Athens), and has grown
to serve hundreds of thousands of families every month

across 35 states. There are no qualifications to order food

through Angel Food Ministries.

A standard box of food from Angel Food is approximately
enough to feed a family of four for one week at a cost of $30.

Meet the Terry Family!

Rhonda Terry and her two daughters, Ronisha and
Markayla, are the newest members to the Focus on
Youth Family! After a long, hard road and much deter-
mination, Rhonda became a licensed foster -to-adopt
parent on 2/11/09. While waiting to be licensed, Rhonda
has provided respite and alternative care to Focus chil-
drenan sevpral occasigns. Gadows ar e
Rhonda lives in Mt. Healthy, Ohio and currently works at
the University of Cincinnati. She enjoys family oriented
activities, such as cookouts, playing games, and going to
the park. Additionally, she enjoys watching movies,
playing BINGO, reading, and doing crossword puzzles.

Rhonda is a single parent who is successfully raising two
beautiful daughters: Ronisha, age 14, and Markayla, age
6. Ronisha and Markayla attend school at Mt. Healthy
Public School s. Roni sha
ing hair and make -up, as well as, art, singing, and danc-
ing. She loves to socialize with her friends and talk on
the phone. Additionally, Ronisha stays active in volley-
ball and cheerleading through school.

Markayla enjoys playing outside, riding her bike, and
jumping rope. Additionally, she likes to interact with

her friends while playing dress -up and playing with her
Barbies. Markayla also enjoys singing, dancing, and act-
ing.

Rhonda is an excellent addition to Focus. She is warm,
caring, nurturing, and
faces. Please welcome Rhonda and her family to our Fo-
cus and introduce yourselves next time you see them.

Rhonda, we are so glad to have you here with us! Thanks
for all your hard work and patience!

~Shana Kidd
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Additional specialty food boxes are available as well. If this
interests you and you would like to find out more about it,
you

please visit www.angelfoodministries.com . | f
internet access, you may call 1 -877 -FOOD-MINISTRY

(1- 877 -366 -3646). Some of our
staff and foster parents already use
this service and it is a real blessing
in these times of economic hardship.

Page 5

enj oy


http://www.angelfoodministries.com

Nurtured Heart Approach Corner

Hopefully you have had Nurtured Heart training and are experimenting and finding successes in
approach with the children in your care. A few common questions that have been asked in training
occur to some caregivers include:

Why should | praise my child for doing what is expected?

Another perspective politely asks, "Why wouldn't you?" If you want your child to do more of "
expected,” just let him or her know how happy you are that the expected is happening. While you'ré
your child also know how pleased you are that the "unexpected"” is not happening! We understand th
radically different concept. We also know that it works. It is the key to a child being able to begin rev
negative seimage that says, "I am a failure. | am bad," with one that is positive and says, "I am sucg
am good."

Doesn't all that positive recognition get old and "wear off" after a while?
On the contrary, when done in an authentic manner, children begin to experience, sometimes for theg
in their lives, what it feels like to be successful. They have a physiological response to specific,
praise. When they feel it in their bones, the awakening and first hand experience happens. For the

ising t
and tl
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it this |
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essful.
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they get to be the hero of the story. They find that it feels pretty good and, like all us, they never tire of hearir

how great they are.

Do kids get addicted to constant positive feedback?
No. We have found that when it is authentic, heartfelt, and specific, children begin to internaliz

e thes

successes as their own and essentially internalize them as personal success. They begin to change whai

once a negative seifnage filled with inability, disappointment and anger, and shift toward a pe
portfolio that is filled with their personal experience of taking responsibility, doing the right things and

others. They create a new reality based on their own personal power. Eventually, they begin to shift fr
ing your feedback, to trusting in their own innate abilities and wisdom.

Resource: Common parent questions and responses directly from energyparenting.com website.

Submitted by Kim Brown, MSW, LISW6

sonal
nelping
DM nee

Mout

Because every child
deserves a family

Wedre on the

www.focusonyouth.com
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